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KRASS, Administrative Patent Judge.

DECISION ON APPEAL

This is a decision on appeal from the final rejection of claims 1-20.
The invention is directed to a system for programming various slates and cycles of
a washing machine.
Representative independent claim 2 is reproduced as follows:
2. A laundry appliance comprising:
a CPU;

a plurality of slates programmed into said CPU, each



Appeal No. 2006-1139
Application No. 09/740,977

slate including a plurality of cycles for operating said laundry appliance in a
particular environment, each cycle including at least one operational parameter of
said laundry appliance; and

means for selecting a desired slate from among said
plurality of slates.

The examiner relies on the following references:

Beachem et al. (Beachem) 4,084,237 Apr. 11, 1978
Manson et al. (Manson) 4,977,394 Dec. 11, 1990

Claims 1, 3-15, and 17-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as unpatentable
over Beachem in view of Manson.

Claims 2 and 16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as anticipated by
Beachem.

Reference is made to the briefs and answers for the respective positions of
appellants and the examiner.

OPINION

A rejection for anticipation under section 102 requires that the four corners of a
single prior art document describe every element of the claimed invention, either
expressly or inherently, such that a person of ordinary skill in the art could practice the

invention without undue experimentation. In re Paulsen, 30 F.3d 1475, 1478-79, 31

USPQ2d 1671, 1673 (Fed. Cir. 1994).

With regard to claims 2 and 16, the examiner takes the position that Beachem
teaches the laundry appliance comprising a CPU (column 21, lines 50-56), a plurality of
slates programmed into the CPU (column 21, lines 16-20), each slate including a

plurality of cycles for operating the laundry appliance (column 22, lines 21-27), each
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cycle including at least one operational parameter of the laundry appliance (column 22,
lines 41-52), and means for selecting a desired slate from among said plurality of slates
(column 21, lines 16-20) [see pages 15-16 of the answer].

Appellants contend that Beachem lacks any teaching of a “slate,” as set forth in
the instant claims.

While the examiner wishes to interpret the claimed “slates” broadly to include the
“laundry cycles or programs” (column 21, line 17), because, the examiner argues,
appellants have never provided a clear definition of the term, “slates” (answer-page 4),
appellants contend that a slate “is defined as a pre-programmed cycle(s), having a
plurality of operations, that are tailored to the specific operating environment. The slates
can be readily re-programmed or modified to accommodate or adapt to different user
requirements” (principal brief-page 7).

We have reviewed the instant specification and while there is no such explicit
definition set forth therein, it is clear from the description of the field of the invention at
page 1 (“...a set of pre-programmed slates, each including a number of different cycles.
Each slate is specifically designed for use in a particular environment...”), from the
discussion of the prior art at page 2 (“...these pre-programmed operational cycles are
organized into a series of slates which gives a user a number of different cycles from
which to choose” and “machines come pre-installed with a specific slate of cycles”), and
in the summary of the invention at pages 4-5 (“...pre-programmed with numerous slates
and a selected slate for the expected environment...allows the complete replacement of

each of the cycles available...to select cycles present in other slates and place them in
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the current slate...allows a complete reprogramming of the current selected slate...user is
not restricted to the pre-programmed parameters and operations...each cycle may be
completely rewritten with new commands”) that appellants have provided a definition in
accordance with the disclosed slates and operations applicable thereto.

Accordingly, we will accept appellants’ definition of “...pre-programmed cycle(s),
having a plurality of operations, that are tailored to the specific operating environment.
The slates can be readily re-programmed or modified to accommodate or adapt to
different user requirements.”

With this definition, we turn to Beachem to determine if that reference discloses
such “slates.”Under appellants’ definition, a slate must be reprogrammable for different
user requirements.

Beachem allows execution of one of a plurality of laundry cycles or programs.
Memory storage banks are subdivided into a plurality of unique blocks of memory so
that each block is identifiably associated with and uniquely addressable by associated
ones of input selection switches A-H (see column 21, lines 57-63). A selection of one of
those switches causes a selective address of only those memory instructions within the
associated block of memory. Each of the memory blocks is identifiable within a unique
type of class of laundrying programs, such as a “heavy laundry” program (column 22,
lines 21-28). The instructions within each memory block are preprogrammed to
comprise 5 different unique variations of the particular class of laundry programs

represented by that particular block of memory.
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Beachem further discloses that the respective variations of each basic program
can be altered such that at least one of the five program variations for each of the basic
laundry program selections A-H will satisfy special laundering conditions.

We have carefully considered the evidence before us, including, inter alia, the
disclosure of Beachem and the arguments of appellants and the examiner, and we
conclude therefrom that Beachem does disclose the “slates,” as broadly set forth in
claims 2 and 16.

Beachem clearly teaches a laundry appliance comprising a CPU. Beachem’s
switches A-H activate a plurality of “slates,” in that each selection will activate a different
programmed set of laundry instructions, e.g., switch A represents “heavy laundry.” The
program associated with switch A provides for a plurality of cycles for operating the
laundry appliance. These cycles include at least one operational parameter of the
laundry appliance. Note that column 22, lines 20-63, describes how the “heavy laundry”
programs may have a variation for laundering bedspreads for hotel environments and
another variation for laundering tablecloths in restaurant environments. Also, these
variations may be “selected.”

Accordingly, we find that the subject matter of claims 2 and 16 is anticipated by
Beachem and we will sustain the rejection of these claims under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b).

With regard to independent claim 1, this claim permits the creation of a new slate
by replacing a cycle with another cycle from another slate, and for editing an operational

parameter. Dependent claims 3, 6, 10, 17, and 20 contain a limitation also permitting the



Appeal No. 2006-1139
Application No. 09/740,977

creation of a new slate by replacing a cycle with another cycle from another slate and/or
editing an operational parameter.

These limitations we do not find taught or suggested by Beachem and we do not
find Manson to be of any help in this regard. While Beachem permits variations in each
of the program selections A-H, these variations are preprogrammed and no new slate
may be created by replacing one of the cycles in, say, program A, with a cycle in, say,
program B. Moreover, Beachem provides for no editing of an operational parameter
within a slate.

Manson was applied by the examiner as allegedly teaching the replacement of a
cycle with another cycle, at column 6, lines 5-11, but this portion of Manson merely
describes the substitution by a user of one cycle with a favorite customized customer
cycle. There is no indication in Manson, nor is there any suggestion to the artisan, that
the selection of a customized favorite customer cycle creates any new slate. While
Manson may change options in a washing cycle, for example, Manson seems to be
concerned only with redesignating some cycle as a favorite cycle. We find nothing
therein indicative or suggestive of creating new slates through the designation of a
favorite cycle.

Accordingly, we will not sustain the rejection of claims 1, 3-7, 10-15, and 17-20
under 35 U.S.C. §103.

With regard to claims 8 and 9, claim 8 calls for selectively establishing an

operation mode and a programming mode. Appellants do not present any separate
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argument as to this claim and so we will sustain the examiner’s rejection of claim 8 under
35 U.S.C. §103.

With regard to claim 9, appellants argue that Manson does not provide for the
claimed limitation as argued by the examiner. More specifically, appellants indicate that
the template 200 discussed at column 9, lines 55-62, is not utilized for programming the
appliance but rather for entering and executing various diagnostic routines (principal
brief-page 19). We agree. The portion of Manson relied on by the examiner is directed
to diagnostics. We find no indication therein that would have suggested a security
device such that when activated, there is a change from operation mode to
programming mode. Accordingly, we will not sustain the rejection of claim 9 under 35
U.S.C. §103.

We have sustained the rejection of claims 2 and 16 under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b)
and of claim 8 under 35 U.S.C. §103, but we have not sustained the rejection of claims
1, 3-7, 9-15, and 17-20 under 35 U.S.C. §103.

The examiner’s decision is affirmed-in-part.

No time period for taking any subsequent action in connection with this appeal

may be extended under 37 CFR § 1.136 (a)(1) (effective September 13, 2004).
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AFFIRMED-IN-PART

KENNETH W. HAIRSTON )
Administrative Patent Judge )
|
) BOARD OF PATENT
ERROL A. KRASS ) APPEALS AND
Administrative Patent Judge ) INTERFERENCES
)
)
)
JERRY SMITH )
Administrative Patent Judge )



Appeal No. 2006-1139
Application No. 09/740,977

EK/gw

DIEDERIKS & WHITELAW, PLC
12471 DILLINGHAM SQUARE, #301
WOODBRIDGE, VA 22192



	DECISION ON APPEAL 
	 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


