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The opinion in support of the decision being entered today was not written 
for publication and is not binding precedent of the Board. 
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Application No. 10/248,928 

Technology Center 3700 
____________ 

 
HEARD:  December 12, 2006 

____________ 
 
Before BAHR, NAPPI and HORNER, Administrative Patent Judges. 

BAHR, Administrative Patent Judge. 
 

 

 DECISION ON APPEAL 

This is a decision on appeal from the examiner's rejection of claims 1-4 and 

8-11.  Claims 5-7 and 12-14, the only other claims remaining in the application, 

stand objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim but are otherwise 

indicated as allowable. 

  We REVERSE. 
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BACKGROUND 

 The appellant's invention relates to a method of manufacturing a stator coil 

structure for a rotating field electrical machine so as to provide high efficiency and 

compact size (present specification, p. 1).  Independent claim 1 is illustrative of the 

invention and reads as follows: 

1.  A method of winding the coils of a rotating electric 
machine comprising a circular core of a magnetic 
material and a plurality of magnetic pole teeth extending 
radially from the circular core wherein each of the 
magnetic pole teeth defining a core and slots formed 
between adjacent magnetic pole teeth, each of the slots 
defining a mouth formed between adjacent outer ends of 
the cores, said winding method comprising the steps of 
positioning a threading needle having an opening through 
which the wire for the winding the coils is fed in 
proximity to one of the mouths, moving the needle 
opening in a path around one of the pole teeth at one side 
of slot without moving the needle in any substantial 
distance along the length of the one pole tooth to form a 
first winding, and continuing the movement of the needle 
opening in a path around one of the pole teeth at one side 
of slot without moving the needle in any substantial 
distance along the length of the one pole tooth to form 
succeeding windings each of which forces the previous 
winding along the pole tooth toward the circular core 
without requiring movement of the needle in any 
substantial distance along the length of the one pole tooth 
so that the needle need not be moved any substantial 
distance into the slot. 
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 The examiner relies upon the following as evidence of unpatentability: 

Ponzio    5,664,317   Sep. 9, 1997  
 

 The appellant seeks review of the examiner’s rejections of claims 1, 2, 8 and 

9 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Ponzio and claims 3, 4, 10 and 

11 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ponzio. 

Rather than reiterate in their entirety the conflicting viewpoints advanced by 

the examiner and the appellant regarding this appeal, we make reference to the 

examiner's answer (mailed November 25, 2005) for the examiner's complete 

reasoning in support of the rejections and to the appellant's brief (filed September 

16, 2005) for the appellant's arguments thereagainst. 

 

OPINION 

In reaching our decision in this appeal, we have given careful consideration 

to the appellant's specification and claims, to the applied Ponzio patent and to the 

respective positions articulated by the appellant and the examiner.  For the 

following reasons, we cannot sustain either of the examiner’s rejections. 

As emphasized by the appellant on page 3 of the brief, appellant’s claim 1 

recites a method of winding the coils of a rotating electric machine comprising 

magnetic pole teeth defining “slots formed between adjacent magnetic pole teeth.” 

 The examiner reads the magnetic pole teeth on the sides 59, 60 (Fig. 5) of 

Ponzio’s stator pole and the areas in which coil turns 24 are received as the slots 
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(answer, p. 3).  The examiner’s finding (answer, p. 3) that such slots are formed 

between adjacent magnetic pole teeth (sides 59, 60) is not supported by the Ponzio 

patent, which illustrates each of the areas accommodating the coil turns 24 being 

disposed between one of the sides 59 or 60 and the inner surface of annular stator 

core 8. 

In light of the above, Ponzio does not disclose each and every limitation of 

claim 1 and thus does not anticipate the subject matter of claim 1.  The rejection of 

independent claim 1 and claims 2, 8 and 9 depending from claim 1 as being 

anticipated by Ponzio is reversed. 

The rejection of claims 3, 4, 10 and 11, which depend from claim 1, as being 

unpatentable over Ponzio, rests in part on the examiner's finding that Ponzio 

discloses a rotating electric machine comprising magnetic pole teeth defining “slots 

formed between adjacent magnetic pole teeth.”  The above discussed lack of 

support in Ponzio for this finding fatally taints the examiner's conclusion that the 

differences between the subject matter recited in claims 3, 4, 10 and 11 and Ponzio 

are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art.  The rejection is 

therefore reversed. 
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 CONCLUSION 

To summarize, the decision of the examiner to reject claims 1-4 and 8-11 is 

REVERSED. 

 

REVERSED 

 

 

 

JENNIFER D. BAHR ) 
Administrative Patent Judge ) 

) 
) 
) 
) BOARD OF PATENT 

ROBERT E. NAPPI )          APPEALS  
Administrative Patent Judge )              AND 

)   INTERFERENCES 
) 
) 
) 

LINDA E. HORNER ) 
Administrative Patent Judge ) 
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ERNEST A. BEUTLER, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
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