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Before MARTIN, JERRY SMITH, and BARRY, Administrative Patent Judges.

BARRY, Administrative Patent Judge.

A patent examiner rejected claims 1-20. The appellants appeal therefrom under

35 U.S.C. § 134(a). We reverse.

|. BACKGROUND
The invention at issue on appeal concerns user interfaces to the World Wide
Web. Users employ such Web interfaces to perform tasks such as query submission
and report navigation. (Spec. at 1.) ActiveX and JAVA controls have been used to
regulate existing user interfaces. Applications are downloaded onto a client device and
run within its browser. The device makes http calls back to a Web server to get

additional data. (/d. at 2.)
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Despite the functionality provided by ActiveX and JAVA interfaces, the appellants
have encountered difficulties with the interfaces. Impeded by security at client devices,
installation of such user interfaces on client devices has proven difficult. The
functionality of ActiveX and JAVA consumes a great deal of the memory of client
devices. Furthermore, transmission of large sets of data often consumes excessive

bandwidth. (/d.)

Accordingly, the appellants' invention provides a user interface to a business
information system. A first set of Hypertext Markup Language ("HTML") interface tools
(i.e., spreadsheet tools, graphing tools, auto-prompt tools, and report generation and
management tools) is located on a business intelligence server. A second set of HTML
interface tools (i.e., navigation tools and "internationalization" tools) is located on a Web
server. (Id. at 22.) The appellants assert that the use of HTML tools residing on the
Web server and the business intelligence server eliminates many of the difficulties
associated with Java and ActiveX tools on client devices and improves the functionality

of the HTML tools. (/d. at 17.)

A further understanding of the invention can be achieved by reading the following
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claim.

1. A web interface system for use with a business information system, the
web interface system providing an interface to a client computer and
comprising:

a first set of HTML interface tools located on a business intelligence
server, the first set of HTML interface tools including spreadsheet tools,
graphing tools, auto-prompt tools, and report management tools;

second set of HTML interface tools located on a web server, the
second set of HTML interface tools including navigation tools and
internationalization tools; and

means for providing communication between the business
intelligence server, the web server, and the client computer, such that the
client computer is able to utilize the first set of HTML interface tools and
the second set of HTML interface tools.

Claims 1-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over U.S.

Patent No. 6,668,253 ("Thompson ") and U.S. Patent No. 6,748,569 ("Brooke").

Il. OPINION

"Rather than reiterate the positions of the examiner or the appellants in toto, we

focus on a point of contention therebetween." Ex parte Sienel, No. 2005-2429,

2006 WL 1665423, at *1 (B.P.A.l. 2006). The examiner makes the following assertions.

Thompson et al., (i.e. web server) (Fig. 1, item 106) and ("The web
server 106 that EIM integrates is preferably Microsoft's Internet
Information Server (11S) version 4.0 running on Windows NT 4.0. Col. 30,

lines 59 - col. 31 line 4 and col. 60 [sic], lines 61-67) Clearly teaches EIM
is located on a web server. "The ASP pages generate the DHTML
necessary for the EIM application." And "These HTML pages, static in
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nature, are accessible through the EIM system and allow an enterprise to
distribute their financial statements and other financial reports
electronically" clearly teaches HTML interface tools are located on a web
server.

(Examiner's Answer at 13-14.) The appellants argue, "The cited lines merely

state that the reference requires a web server." (Reply Br. at 5.)

"In addressing the point of contention, the Board conducts a two-step analysis.
First, we construe the independent claims at issue to determine their scope. Second,
we determine whether the construed claims would have been obvious." Ex Parte

Cuomo, No. 2003-0509, 2004 WL 4978831, at *2 (B.P.A.l. 2004).

A. CLAIM CONSTRUCTION
"Analysis begins with a key legal question — what is the invention claimed?"
Panduit Corp. v. Dennison Mfg. Co., 810 F.2d 1561, 1567, 1 USPQ2d 1593, 1597 (Fed.
Cir. 1987). Here, claim 1 recites in pertinent part the following limitations: "second set of
HTML interface tools located on a web server, the second set of HTML interface tools
including navigation tools and internationalization tools. . . ." Claim 14 includes similar
limitations. In other words, the independent claims require navigation tools located on a

web server.

B. OBVIOUSNESS DETERMINATION
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"Having determined what subject matter is being claimed, the next inquiry is
whether the subject matter would have been obvious." Ex Parte Massingill, No. 2003-
0506, 2004 WL 1646421, at *3 (Bd.Pat.App & Int. 2004). "In rejecting claims under 35
U.S.C. Section 103, the examiner bears the initial burden of presenting a prima facie
case of obviousness." In re Rijckaert, 9 F.3d 1531, 1532, 28 USPQ2d 1955, 1956 (Fed.
Cir. 1993) (citing In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 1445, 24 USPQ2d 1443, 1444 (Fed. Cir.
1992)). "A prima facie case of obviousness is established when the teachings from the
prior art itself would appear to have suggested the claimed subject matter to a person of
ordinary skill in the art." In re Bell, 991 F.2d 781, 783, 26 USPQ2d 1529, 1531 (Fed.
Cir. 1993) (quoting In re Rinehart, 531 F.2d 1048, 1051, 189 USPQ 143, 147 (CCPA

1976)).

Here, Thompson's invention "relates to enterprise information
management ("EIM"). . . ." (Col. 1, Il. 13-14.) More specifically, "[t]his invention, EIM,
provides a web-based information solution that serves the business monitoring,
reporting, and analysis needs of automobile dealerships and enterprises." (Col. 6, |. 66
—col. 7, 1. 1.) "FIG. 1 depicts an overview of the EIM architecture 100 according to

embodiments of this invention. As shown in FIG. 1, client workstations 102-1,

. .. 102-4 connect to a Data Warehouse server 104 via a web server 106." (Col. 7,

Il. 56-59.)
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"Every user is typically required to provide a valid userid and password that is

known to EIM. Once this userid has been authenticated by EIM, a new browser window

is opened in kiosk or full screen mode. ... The new browser window presents the user
with an interface. .. ." (Col. 7,1. 64 — col. 8, I. 3.) "FIG. 2 shows the structure of the
EIM user interface (‘UI") layout. . . ." (Col. 6, Il. 23-24.) "The majority of the left side of

the EIM Ul consists of the task list. The user's task selection items are preferably listed
in a group/subgroup, expandable format. This region is scaleable and a scroll bar is
preferably shown if the number of tasks dictates it." (Col. 8, ll. 15-19.) "The lower left of
the screen contains all of the buttons/controls that launch user assistance components."

(Id. at Il. 20-22.)

Although the expandable list, scroll bar, and buttons/controls constitute
navigation tools, we are unpersuaded that these tools are located on the reference's
web server 106. To the contrary, by discussing its "EIM application," (col. 30, I. 44),
under the heading and subheading "Software Location" and "Client," respectively, (id. at
Il. 42-43), Thompson implies that the EIM's navigation tools are located on the client

workstations rather than on the web server. The reference's explanations that "[t]he

[EIM] application functionality is delivered through the PC's web browser," (id. at Il. 46-
47), and that "EIM's present embodiments operate on browsers with support for ActiveX

controls and Visual Basic Scripting," (id. at Il. 49-51), support this implication.



Appeal No. 2006-3184
Application No. 10/726,624

Furthermore, the examiner does not allege, let alone show, that the addition of
Brooke cures the aforementioned deficiency of Thompson. Absent a teaching or
suggestion of navigation tools located on a web server, we are unpersuaded of a prima
facie case of obviousness. Therefore, we reverse the obviousness rejection of claims 1
and 14 and of claims 2-13 and 15-20, which depend therefrom.

In closing, we note the appellants' "request|[ ] that the Board of Patent Appeals
and Interferences . . . withdraw the rejections of record, and allow the pending claims."
(Reply Br. at 2.) In an ex parte appeal, however, the Board "is basically a board of
review C we review . . . rejections made by patent examiners." Ex parte Gambogi, 62

USPQ2d 1209, 1211 (B.P.A.l. 2001). We lack authority to withdraw an examiner's

rejection and to allow claims.

[ll. CONCLUSION

In summary, the rejection of claims 1-20 under § 103(a) is reversed.
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REVERSED

JOHN C. MARTIN
Administrative Patent Judge

BOARD OF PATENT

JERRY SMITH APPEALS
Administrative Patent Judge AND
INTERFERENCES

LANCE LEONARD BARRY
Administrative Patent Judge
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HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT
1900 K STREET, N.W.

SUITE 1200

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006-1109




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


