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BARRY, Administrative Patent Judge.

DECISION ON APPEAL

I. STATEMENT OF THE CASE
A Patent Examiner rejected claims 1-19. The Appellant appeals
therefrom under 35 U.S.C. § 134(a). We have jurisdiction under 35 U.S.C.

§ 6(b).
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A. INVENTION

The invention at issue on appeal displays images. X-ray apparatuses,
computed radiography ("CR") apparatuses, computed tomography ("CT")
apparatuses, and magnetic resonance imaging ("MRI") apparatuses are used
in medical fields. (Specification 1.) In many cases, a limiter narrows a
radiation field so that only necessary parts of a subject are exposed thereto.
(/d. 4.) When the limiter is used, an image of the subject is recorded in a
"radiation field area" of a recording medium such as an X-ray film or a
phosphor sheet. The radiation field area refers to an area of the recording
medium within the outline of an opening in the limiter. Conversely,
radiation does not reach the area of the recording medium outside the
outline; this "extra-radiation field area" remains unexposed. (/d. 5.) If X-
ray films are placed on a viewer, or if images are electrically displayed on a
screen, however, the extra-radiation field area allows unnecessary light to

enter into the eyes of an observer, which hinders observation of the images.

(Id. 7.)

In contrast, the Appellant's invention includes a flat display and a
backlight. Based on data concerning the image to be displayed, a controller

turns off the part of the backlight corresponding to a non-image area. (/d. 8.)

B. ILLUSTRATIVE CLAIM

Claim 1, which further illustrates the invention, follows:

1. An image display apparatus comprising:

a flat-shaped transmission display device for displaying
on a display screen thereof an image based on image signal data
supplied from an image data supplying source;
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a backlight corresponding to said display screen of said
display device; and

a control unit for automatically controlling said
backlight based on an information signal data concerning said
image to be displayed in such a way that a part of said backlight
corresponding to a non-image area on said display screen is
turned off,

wherein said information signal data concerning said
image is supplied from an image data supplying source together
with said image signal data used for displaying said image on
said display screen of said display device, and

wherein said image displayed on said display screen of
said display device is a target image for a medical diagnostic
use.

C. REJECTIONS
Claims 1, 6, and 8-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as
anticipated by U.S. Patent No 6,269,565 ("Inbar"). Claims 2-4 stand
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over Inbar and U.S. Patent
No. 6,496,236 ("Cole"). Claims 5 and 19 stand rejected under § 103(a) as
obvious over Inbar and the Appellant's admitted prior art ("AAPA").
Claim 7 stands rejected under § 103(a) as obvious over Inbar and U.S. Patent

No. 6,292,157 ("Greene").

II. ISSUE
"Rather than reiterate the positions of parties in toto, we focus on the
issue therebetween." Ex parte Filatov, No. 2006-1160, 2007 WL 1317144,
at *2 (BPAI 2007). The Examiner finds, "Inbar discloses in Fig. 2, in image

display apparatus comprising: a flat shape transmission device (LCA 20 and
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22 ) for displaying image on a display screen 14 based on the image signal
data supplying an image supplying source 24 (col. 16, lines 64 - col. 17
line 7)." (Answer 4.) The Appellant argues "that the enhancement film 24
includes no image information itself and cannot provide an image data
supplying source." (Reply Br. 2.) Therefore, the issue is whether Inbar
alone teaches, or whether Inbar, Cole, AAPA, or Greene collectively would
have suggested, a data source for supplying image signal data to a flat-

shaped transmission display device.

"Both anticipation under § 102 and obviousness under § 103 are two-
step inquiries. The first step in both analyses is a proper construction of the
claims. ... The second step in the analyses requires a comparison of the
properly construed claim to the prior art." Medichem, S.A. v. Rolabo, S.L.,
353 F.3d 928, 933, 69 USPQ2d 1283, 1286 (Fed.Cir. 2003) (internal

citations omitted).

[I. CLAIM CONSTRUCTION
Claims 1 and 19 recite in pertinent part the following limitations:
"a flat-shaped transmission display device for displaying on a display screen
thereof an image based on image signal data supplied from an image data
supplying source. . . ." Considering the limitations, the independent claims
require a data source for supplying image signal data to a flat-shaped

transmission display device.
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IV. ANTICIPATION ANALYSIS

"[ A]nticipation of a claim under § 102 can be found only if the prior
art reference discloses every element of the claim. . . ." In re King, 801 F.2d
1324, 1326, 231 USPQ 136, 138 (Fed. Cir. 1986) (citing Lindemann
Maschinenfabrik GMBH v. American Hoist & Derrick Co., 730 F.2d 1452,
1458, 221 USPQ 481, 485 (Fed. Cir. 1984)). "[A]bsence from the reference
of any claimed element negates anticipation." Kloster Speedsteel AB v.

Crucible, Inc., 793 F.2d 1565, 1571, 230 USPQ 81, 84 (Fed. Cir. 1986).

Here, Figures 1 and 2 of Inbar respectively "show a perspective partial
cut-away illustration and a cross-sectional view of a transparency
viewer 10...." (Col. 16, 1. 53-55.) "[T]ransparencies (films) 16 are held
on [a] faceplate 14" (id. 11. 58-59) of the viewer. "Liquid Crystal
Arrays (LCAs) 20 and 22 is [sic] located interior to faceplate 14." (Id. 11. 64-
66.) "A Brightness Enhancement Film (BEF) 24. . . is optionally located
behind the LCAs." (Col. 17, 11. 8-10.)

As aforementioned, the Examiner reads the claims' "image data
supplying source" on the reference's BEF. Inbar discloses the operation of

the BEF as follows.

BEF 24 preferentially accepts light from off-normal directions
and redirects them in a narrow cone around the normal. Light
from the normal direction is mostly reflected back. It should be
appreciated that this process of preferring off-axis light and
reflecting back a significant proportion of normally-incident
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light creates a fair amount of mixing, particularly chromatic

mixing.
(Id. 11. 18-24.) For our part, we are unpersuaded that redirecting and
reflecting light from various directions constitutes supplying image signal
data. The absence of a data source for supplying image signal data to a flat-

shaped transmission display device negates anticipation.

V. OBVIOUSNESS ANALYSIS

"In rejecting claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103, the examiner bears the
initial burden of presenting a prima facie case of obviousness." In re
Rijckaert, 9 F.3d 1531, 1532, 28 USPQ2d 1955, 1956 (Fed. Cir. 1993)
(citing In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 1445, 24 USPQ2d 1443, 1444 (Fed.
Cir. 1992)). "A prima facie case of obviousness is established when the
teachings from the prior art itself would appear to have suggested the
claimed subject matter to a person of ordinary skill in the art."" In re Bell,
991 F.2d 781, 783, 26 USPQ2d 1529, 1531 (Fed. Cir. 1993) (quoting In re
Rinehart, 531 F.2d 1048, 1051, 189 USPQ 143, 147 (CCPA 1976)).

Here, the Examiner does not allege, let alone show, that the addition
of Cole, AAPA, or Greene cures the aforementioned deficiency of Inbar.
Absent a teaching or suggestion of a data source for supplying image signal
data to a flat-shaped transmission display device, we are unpersuaded of a

prima facie case of obviousness.

VI. ORDER
For the aforementioned reasons, we reverse the rejections of claim 1;

of claims 2-18, which depend therefrom; and of claim 19.
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REVERSED

tdl/ce

SUGHRUE, MION, ZINN, MACPEAK & SEAS, PLLC
2100 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW
WASHINGTON DC 20037-3213



	VI. ORDER 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


