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DECISION ON APPEAL 

This is an appeal under 35 U.S.C. § 134 involving claims to a decal 

organization tool, which the Examiner has rejected as anticipated by or 

obvious in view of the prior art.  We have jurisdiction under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 6(b).  We affirm. 

STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

“Many products produced by industry are sufficiently complex, and 

sometimes even potentially dangerous to a customer, that numerous safety 
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messages, warning signs, instructions and other notices must be affixed to 

the product before sale” (Spec. 1).  The Specification refers to all such 

signage, along with informative and decorative signs, as “decals or decal 

messages” (id.).   

The Specification discloses “a decal organization tool and process by 

which all existing decals associated with and required for a particular 

product or product model are consolidated onto a single large decal sheet” 

(id. at 11).  The Specification also discloses “the use of an adhesive which 

leaves a permanent residue on the product and allows the manufacturer to 

identify every decal placed on the product even after the decals have been 

removed” (id.). 

Claims 2-4, 7, 9-22, and 30-39 are pending and on appeal (Br. 4).  

Claims 33 and 36 are representative and read as follows: 

33. A decal organizational tool for use with a hazardous product 
which requires a plurality of instructional decals for the education and 
welfare of a user of the product, the decal organizational tool comprising: 

an informational layer having an obverse face and a reverse face and 
comprising: 

 a plurality of instructional decals with messages different from 
one another and descriptively relating to instructional information for the 
education and welfare of a user of the product, the messages being printed 
on one of the obverse and reverse faces of the information layer whereby all 
of the different instructional decal messages will be available to a decal 
installer as a group of the plurality of decals and can be brought to the 
product as a group; and 

 a removal cut surrounding and associated with each different 
instructional decal that defines an edge of each decal and that permits 
removal of each associated decal from the information layer; and 

an adhesive applied to the reverse face of the information layer; and  
a liner sheet releasably retained to the information layer by the 

adhesive such that the plurality of decals are releasably peelable from the 
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liner sheet, whereby the liner sheet, when stripped bare of the plurality of 
instructional decals, becomes an indicator for the decal installer that all the 
decal messages describing the product on the liner sheet have been applied 
to the product, thereby assuring that the instructional decal messages will be 
applied to the product for the education and welfare of the user of the 
product. 

 
36. The decal organization tool of Claim 33 wherein the adhesive 

contains an additive responsive to ultraviolet light, such that when at least 
one of the plurality of decals with a portion of the adhesive is adhered to the 
product and the at least one decal is thereafter removed from the product, a 
residue of the additive remains substantially permanently on the product to 
define a visible footprint on the product and matched to the at least one decal 
when the ultraviolet light is incident on the product, thereby confirming that 
a decal message was applied to the product. 

 
The Examiner has rejected claims 2-4, 7, 30, 33, and 34 under 35 

U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by Kruchko.1  The Examiner has rejected 

claims 2-4, 7, 9-22, and 30-39 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious in view 

of Kruchko and Mocilnikar.2  Appellant has argued each of the claims 

rejected for anticipation separately and has argued the claims rejected for 

obviousness in twelve groups (Br. 31).  The claims argued as a group will 

stand or fall together.  37 C.F.R. § 41.37(c)(1)(vii). 

ANTICIPATION 

The Anticipation Issue 

Claims 2-4, 7, 30, 33, and 34 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 

as anticipated by Kruchko.  The Examiner’s position is that Kruchko 

discloses a product meeting all the structural limitations of the rejected 

 
1 Kruchko, U.S. Patent 5,389,476, issued Feb. 14, 1995. 
2 Mocilnikar et al., U.S. Patent 5,346,259, issued Sept. 13, 1994. 
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claims and the “intended use phrases such as ‘for use’, ‘for the education’, 

‘will be available’, etc. have not been given any patentable weight because 

said phrase[s] are not deemed to be of positive limitation” (Ans. 4).   

Appellant responds that the rejected claims contain limitations relating 

to what is printed on the decals on the claimed tool, and those limitations 

should be given patentable weight in the anticipation analysis (App. Br. 21-

23, 27-29). 

In view of these conflicting positions, the anticipation issue presented 

is:  Do the printed matter limitations recited in the rejected claims 

distinguish the claimed decal organization tool from the decal product 

disclosed by Kruchko? 

 

Findings of Fact Relating to Anticipation 

1.  Kruchko discloses a method of making life-sized decals in which a 

photographic image is digitized and the background of the desired image is 

digitally removed or masked (Kruchko, col. 3, l. 39 to col. 4, l. 9). 

2.  The digitized image is divided into image sections separated by 

registration lines (Kruchko, abstract and col. 4, ll. 32-52). 

3.  “The image sections are printed onto sheets of a clear medium 

removably laminated to a backing sheet to form a decal. . . . The clear 

medium is preferably laminated to the backing sheet by an adhesive which 

remains on the clear medium after it is removed from the backing sheet.”  

(Kruchko, col. 5, ll. 13-20.) 

4.  “The printed decal sheets are then die-cut to permit the image 

sections to be easily removed from the backing sheet. . . . [T]he die-cut rule 
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can be constructed to leave a border 42 of the clear medium around the 

image sections. . . . When the image sections are reassembled on a wall, the 

border 42 will be the same color as the wall.”  (Kruchko, col. 5, ll. 24-41.) 

 

Discussion of the Anticipation Issue 

Based on our findings and those of the Examiner, Kruchko anticipates 

claims 2-4, 7, 30, and 33.  Claim 33 is the broadest of these claims.  Claim 

33 is directed to a “decal organization tool” comprising two layers (an 

information layer and a liner sheet) held together by an adhesive.  Kruchko’s 

product comprises a clear medium laminated to a backing sheet by an 

adhesive (FF 3).  Claim 33 also requires that the information layer has a 

plurality of decals printed on it, and that each decal is surrounded by a 

removal cut.  The clear medium of Kruchko’s product has a plurality of 

decals (image sections) printed on it (FF 3), and the decals are surrounded 

by a removal cut (FF 4).   

Thus, Kruchko’s product meets all of the structural limitations of 

claim 33.  The remainder of claim 33’s description is directed either to the 

intended use of the claimed product or to nonfunctional printed material that 

is entitled to no weight in determining patentability.   

Specifically, the preamble of claim 33 states that the claimed product 

is “for use with a hazardous product which requires a plurality of 

instructional decals for the education and welfare of a user of the product.”  

This preamble language does not limit the structure of the claimed product 

(although it might help define the printed content of the decals, an issue we 

will get to shortly).  “[W]here a patentee defines a structurally complete 
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invention in the claim body and uses the preamble only to state a purpose or 

intended use for the invention, the preamble is not a claim limitation.”  Rowe 

v. Dror, 112 F.3d 473, 478 (Fed. Cir. 1997).   

The same is true of the claim language stating that 

the liner sheet, when stripped bare of the plurality of 
instructional decals, becomes an indicator for the decal installer 
that all the decal messages describing the product on the liner 
sheet have been applied to the product, thereby assuring that the 
instructional decal messages will be applied to the product for 
the education and welfare of the user of the product. 

Although this language appears in the body of the claim, it also does nothing 

more than recite an intended use for the claimed product (or what is left of it 

after the decals are removed) and therefore is not a structural limitation. 

Claim 33 also states that the decals are printed on the information 

layer “whereby all of the different instructional decal messages will be 

available to a decal installer as a group of the plurality of decals and can be 

brought to the product as a group.”  This claim language merely states the 

result of a structural limitation; specifically, having a plurality of decals 

printed on a single sheet.  “A ‘whereby’ clause that merely states the result 

of the limitations in the claim adds nothing to the patentability or substance 

of the claim.”  Texas Instruments, Inc. v. U.S. International Trade Comm., 

988 F.2d 1165, 1172 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Finally, claim 33 states that the claimed product includes “a plurality 

of instructional decals with messages different from one another and 

descriptively relating to instructional information for the education and 

welfare of a user of the product” to which the decals are intended to be 

attached.  The weight to be given to this claim limitation is the central issue 
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in this appeal.  The Examiner gives this limitation no patentable weight 

(Ans. 4); Appellant cites In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381 (Fed. Cir. 1983), as 

supporting his position that the printed content of the decals distinguishes 

the claimed product from the prior art (App. Br. 28-29). 

Appellant argues that claim 33 meets the Gulack test because   

the instructional information is related to the decals in at least 
two ways. First, the decals support the instructional 
information. See [Gulack]. (Federal Circuit held that digits have 
a functional relationship with the band on which they are 
printed in part because the band supports the digits). Second, 
the decals are sized and shaped to be applied to particular 
locations on the product to which the instructional information 
relates. Accordingly, the instructional information would not 
achieve its purposes of promoting the education and welfare of 
a user of the product without the decals, and the decals would 
not provide the desired result without the instructional 
information. Thus, the instructional information does have a 
functional relationship with the substrate, that is, the decals 
themselves. 

(App. Br. 29.) 

We agree with Appellant that Gulack provides the appropriate test for 

determining whether limitations defining descriptive material should be 

given patentable weight, but disagree with Appellant on how the instant 

claims fare under that test.  The invention claimed in Gulack comprised 

“three key elements:  (1) a band . . .; (2) a plurality of individual digits 

imprinted on the band or ring at regularly spaced intervals; and (3) an 

algorithm by which the appropriate digits are developed.”  Id. at 1382.  The 

band was printed with the digits generated by the algorithm and could be 

used “to perform magic tricks or to display various aspects of number 
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theory.”  Id. at 1383.  The claims had been rejected as obvious based on 

prior art that taught a band with different material printed on it.  Id. at 1384. 

The court stated that limitations reciting printed matter cannot be 

ignored but “[w]here the printed matter is not functionally related to the 

substrate, the printed matter will not distinguish the invention from the prior 

art in terms of patentability.  Although the printed matter must be 

considered, in that situation it may not be entitled to patentable weight.”  Id. 

at 1385 (footnote omitted).  The “critical question is whether there exists any 

new and unobvious functional relationship between the printed matter and 

the substrate.”  Id. at 1386.   

In Gulack, the court held that the substrate and printed matter had 

such a relationship because the looped structure of the substrate and the 

particular digits printed on it interrelated to give the claimed article a 

property it would not have had if either the structure or the digits were 

changed.  Therefore, the content of the printed matter was held to produce a 

nonobvious difference between the claimed product and the prior art. 

We disagree with Appellant’s position that the printed matter and 

substrate of claim 33 share a “novel and unobvious functional relationship” 

like that of the product in Gulack.  The printed matter and the substrate of 

the article defined by claim 33 have the same relationship as any other decal 

(or set of decals) has with its substrate:  the decal is printed on one layer of 

the substrate, and the other layer of the substrate provides a backing from 

which the decal can be peeled when a user wants to apply it to something.  

There is nothing “novel and unobvious” about that relationship.   

8  
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In our view, the facts of this case are more similar to those of In re 

Ngai, 367 F.3d 1336 (Fed. Cir. 2004).  The claims at issue in Ngai were 

directed to a kit that differed from the prior art only in the content of printed 

instructions that were included with it.  Id. at 1337.  The court held that the 

claimed kit did not meet the Gulack test:  “In Gulack, the printed matter 

would not achieve its educational purposes without the band, and the band 

without the printed matter would similarly be unable to produce the desired 

result.  Here, the printed matter in no way depends on the kit, and the kit 

does not depend on the printed matter.  All that the printed matter does is 

teach a new use for an existing product.”  Id. at 1339. 

The same analysis holds here.  The instant Specification states that 

decals are peeled off their liner sheet when a user wants to apply them (Spec. 

5-6, 20).  Whether the decals are on individual sheets or on one big sheet 

does not change the relationship between the printed matter and the 

substrate.  Just as in Ngai, all the printed matter defined by claim 33 does is 

teach a new use for a known product – a substrate comprising multiple 

decals.  Cf. Ex parte Nehls, 2008 WL 258370 (BPAI 2008, precedential) 

(particular nucleic acid sequences in a computer database are nonfunctional 

descriptive material because they are not functionally related to the 

computer system that compares a target sequence to sequences in a 

database). 

Claim 34 depends from claim 33 and “further includ[es] a support 

device for holding the information layer and the liner sheet in an upright 

orientation for the convenience of the decal installer.”       
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Appellant argues that “[i]t is clear from inspection that Kruchko does 

not teach or disclose the claimed support device” (Br. 30).   

The Examiner responds that a “surface on which the decal tool is laid 

on will provide as a supporting device” (Ans. 4).  That may well be true, 

since the intended use language of claim 34 is not a claim limitation, and all 

the claim actually requires is a device capable of supporting the article of 

claim 33 in an upright orientation. 

The issue with respect to anticipation, however, is whether Kruchko 

discloses such a device.  The Examiner has pointed to no specific passage in 

Kruchko that describes the disclosed decal product combined with a device 

that is capable of holding it in an upright orientation.  We are therefore 

compelled to reverse the rejection of claim 34 for anticipation.  

Claim 30 is similar to claim 33 but adds two limitations:   

•  “a border associated with each of the plurality of instructional 
decals that at least partially surrounds one of the plurality of instructional 
decals, each border of adjacent decal being spaced from one another by an 
intervening gap,” and 

 
•  “a product match margin located in at least one of the intervening 

gaps and contacting the border of one of the decals, the product match 
margin matching the predetermined color of the product such that when the 
decal is affixed to the product and is viewed at a distance from the product 
by a human viewer, the product match margin will color match the 
predetermined color of the product and no portion of the decal outside the 
associated border visually color contrasts substantially with product, thereby 
effectively visually concealing any irregular margin between the border and 
the removal cut.” 

The Specification states that the border associated with the decals can 

take a variety of forms:  among other things, it can be a “simple line border” 

or a “filled interior border . . . in which the border is literally defined by the 
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darkened or colored background of the decal message” (Spec. 20).  Claim 7 

depends on claim 30 and specifies that the border is a “line border.”   

The Specification describes the “product match margin” as a margin 

surrounding the decal message(s) that is either colored to match the product 

to which the decal is intended to be applied, or is “transparent so that . . . the 

color of the product will be visible through such transparent margin” (Spec. 

13).  Claims 2-4 depend on claim 30 and specify that the product match 

margin is colored.  

We agree with the Examiner that Kruchko’s product has both a border 

and a product match margin, as required by claim 30.  Kruchko teaches that 

the decals are die-cut “to leave a border 42 of the clear medium around the 

image sections” (FF 4).  The instant Specification expressly teaches that 

product match margins can be transparent.   

Appellant argues that Kruchko’s product lacks a “product match 

margin” because the registration marks disclosed by Kruchko for use in 

reassembling the life-size decal “must be visually distinguishable from the 

product in order to be useful in ensuring proper registration” (id. at 22).  

This argument is unpersuasive, because Kruchko teaches that, because of the 

transparent border, “[w]hen the image sections are reassembled on a wall, 

the border 42 will be the same color as the wall” (Kruchko, col. 5, ll. 24-41); 

i.e., Kruchko’s border 42 is a product match margin. 

Kruchko’s product also has a border associated with each decal.  As 

shown in Kruchko’s figures, the border is a simple line border (see, e.g., 

Kruchko, Fig. 4A).  The figures are line drawings rather than photographs, 

but in any event, even if the images on the decals were photographs, the 
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edge of each image would form what the instant Specification refers to as a 

“filled interior border”; i.e., a border that is “literally defined by the 

darkened or colored background of the decal.” 

Appellant argues that Kruchko “does not disclose Applicant’s claimed 

continuous border surrounding the ‘information.’  The arm or leg which has 

been properly treated by the Examiner as being the ‘information’ . . . cannot 

also be read as being Applicant’s claimed ‘border,’ which is described in 

Applicant’s claim as spaced from the ‘information.’”  (App. Br. 21-22.)     

This argument is unpersuasive.  Claim 30 requires the borders of 

adjacent decals to be spaced from each other, but does not require the border 

of a given decal be spaced from any other part of the decal.  Claim 30 

therefore encompasses the “filled interior border” described in the 

Specification. 

Finally, Appellant argues that the printed matter limitations of claim 

30 distinguish it from the prior art for the same reason as claim 33’s printed 

matter limitations.  For the reasons discussed above, we disagree. 

Claims 2-4 differ from the product expressly disclosed by Kruchko, in 

that the claims require a colored border rather than Kruchko’s transparent 

border.  Claim 7 may also differ from Kruchko’s express disclosure, in that a 

line border (as required by claim 7) would not necessarily result from 

following the digital photographic process described by Kruchko.   

In each case, however, the difference between what is claimed and 

what is taught in the prior art is no more than a difference in the content of 

printed matter.  When that is the case, the Gulack test applies:  the claimed 
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product is unpatentable over the prior art unless the substrate and the printed 

matter have a “new and unobvious functional relationship.”   

We do not find such a relationship here.  A colored decal margin has 

the same functional relationship to its substrate as a transparent margin, and 

the same is true of a line border and a filled interior border.  Making part of 

a product one printed matter color rather than another, or surrounding part of 

a product with a particular type of printed matter border, without more, does 

not render the product patentable over prior art that is otherwise identical.   

 

OBVIOUSNESS 

The Obviousness Issue 

Claims 2-4, 7, 9-22, and 30-39 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 103(a) as obvious in view of Kruchko and Mocilnikar.  The Examiner 

reasons that Mocilnikar discloses an adhesive that contains an additive 

responsive to ultraviolet light, and it would have been obvious to use 

Mocilnikar’s adhesive in Kruchko’s decal product (Ans. 5). 

Appellant responds that Mocilnikar’s adhesive can be combined with 

Kruchko’s decal product only with the benefit of hindsight based on the 

instant disclosure, and therefore the references do not support a prima facie 

case of obviousness (Br. 34-35). 

In view of these conflicting positions, the obviousness issue presented 

is:  Would it have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use 

the ultraviolet-detectable adhesive disclosed by Mocilnikar as the adhesive 

in the decal product disclosed by Kruchko? 
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Findings of Fact Relating to Obviousness 

5.  Mocilnikar discloses a tamper-proof label (Mocilnikar, col. 1, ll. 5-

7). 

6.  Mocilnikar’s label includes, among other things, “an aggressive 

adhesive layer on the back of the label in order to permanently adhere to 

goods” (Mocilnikar, col. 3, ll. 16-18). 

7.  Mocilnikar describes the adhesive layer more specifically as “a 

white pigmented pressure sensitive, ultra cross-linked acrylic adhesive layer 

44. . . . The acrylic adhesive layer 44 has high shear characteristics, 

temperature resistance up to approximately 220° C, and leaves a residue 

producing a footprint which appears bluish-white when illuminated with a 

365 nanometer (nm) blacklight source.”  (Mocilnikar, col. 5, ll. 48-59.) 

8.  The instant Specification characterizes Mocilnikar’s technique as 

“utilizing ultraviolet light and an appropriate light-sensitive additive” 

(Specification 10). 

9.  Mocilnikar discloses that appropriate acrylic adhesives were 

commercially available (Mocilnikar, col. 5, l. 65 to col. 6, l. 2). 

 

Discussion of the Obviousness Issue 

Based on our findings and those of the Examiner, we conclude that a 

person of ordinary skill in the art would have considered it obvious to use 

Mocilnikar’s acrylic adhesive in Kruchko’s decal product.  Mocilnikar 

discloses that acrylic adhesives were known and commercially available at 

the time the instant application was filed (FF 7, 9).  Mocilnikar also 

discloses that the acrylic adhesives are aggressive adhesives that will 
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permanently adhere a label to a substrate (FF 6).  In view of these 

disclosures, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have considered it 

obvious to combine the known, commercially available adhesive disclosed 

by Mocilnikar with the decal product disclosed by Kruchko in order to allow 

for permanent mounting of the full-size decal created by Kruchko’s product.   

“The combination of familiar elements according to known methods 

is likely to be obvious when it does no more than yield predictable results.”  

KSR Int’l Co. v. Teleflex Inc., 127 S.Ct. 1727, 1739 (2007).  “[W]hen the 

question is whether a patent claiming the combination of elements of prior 

art is obvious,” the relevant question is “whether the improvement is more 

than the predictable use of prior art elements according to their established 

functions.”  Id. at 1740.   

Here, the combination of Mocilnikar’s adhesive with Kruchko’s decal 

product is no more than the predictable use of prior art elements – an 

adhesive and a sheet of decals – according to their established functions.  

The evidence of record also shows that the Mocilnikar’s adhesive contains 

an additive responsive to ultraviolet light, as recited in claim 36 and other 

claims on appeal.  Those claims are therefore prima facie unpatentable under 

§ 103 based on the cited references. 

Appellant argues the claims in several groups (Br. 31).  The first 

group argued is claims 30, 33, and 38.  We will consider claim 33 to be 

representative of this group; claim 38 will stand or fall with claim 33.  37 

C.F.R. § 41.37(c)(1)(vii).  Although Appellant grouped claim 30 with claims 

33 and 38, he also presented separate arguments for claim 30, which we also 

address below. 
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Appellant argues that Kruchko does not teach or suggest certain 

limitations of claim 33 (Br. 35-37) and “Mocilnikar fails to disclose or 

suggest the missing elements” (id. at 38).  As discussed above with regard to 

the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), however, we find that Kruchko 

anticipates claim 33.  Anticipation is the epitome of obviousness.  Connell v. 

Sears, Roebuck & Co., 722 F.2d 1542, 1548 (Fed. Cir. 1983). 

Although Appellant grouped claims 30 and 33 together, he also 

argued that claim 30 contains additional limitations (Br. 39).  Appellant 

argues that the printed matter limitations of claim 30 are not taught by 

Kruchko.  This argument is addressed above with respect to the rejection for 

anticipation.   

Appellant also argues that claim 30 would not have been obvious 

because Mocilnikar does not teach a product match margin and that the 

products of Kruchko and Mocilnikar are so different that a person of 

ordinary skill in the art would not have been led to combine them (Br. 39-

40).  These arguments are not persuasive because, as discussed above, the 

teaching of a product match margin is provided by Kruchko and we 

conclude that the combination of Mocilnikar’s adhesive and Kruchko’s decal 

product would have been a predictable use of prior art elements, and 

therefore obvious. 

We therefore affirm the rejection of claims 30 and 33 as unpatentable 

under 35 U.S.C. § 103 in view of Kruchko and Mocilnikar.  Claim 38 falls 

with claims 30 and 33.   

Appellant argues claims 2, 3, and 4 separately but the argument is 

similar for each claim:  Appellant argues, essentially, that the references do 
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not teach a product match margin that is colored (Br. 40-43).  With respect 

to claim 7, Appellant argues that the references do not teach or suggest a line 

border around decals (id. at 43-44).   

Each of these arguments is unpersuasive for the reason discussed 

above with respect to the anticipation rejection:  For printed matter to be 

entitled to patentable weight under In re Gulack it must have a “new and 

unobvious functional relationship” with its substrate.  A colored product 

match margin and a line border do not meet the Gulack test because they 

have the same functional relationship to their substrate as a transparent 

margin and a filled interior border, and therefore are not entitled to 

patentable weight.  These printed matter limitations therefore do not 

patentably distinguish the claimed product from the product that is made 

prima facie obvious by the prior art.   

 With respect to claim 9, which requires that the decal have a colored 

background, Appellant argues that the references do not teach a colored 

background or concealing an irregular margin around one (with a product 

match margin) (id. at 44-45). 

These arguments are unpersuasive.  Kruchko discloses that its decals 

are derived from photographs, so they would have backgrounds of several 

different colors.  Necessarily, at least part of the background (i.e., the 

photograph enlarged to form the decal) would be a different color from any 

surface the decal would be mounted on.  Appellant’s argument with respect 

to the product match margin has been addressed already. 

Appellant argues claims 10, 16, 36, and 39 as a group (Br. 31).  Claim 

36 is representative of these claims, and is directed to the product of claim 
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33 with an adhesive that contains an additive responsive to ultraviolet light.  

Appellant argues that the cited references do not suggest including an 

ultraviolet-responsive additive in an adhesive in order to address the 

potential product liability issue caused by missing decals (id. at 46-48) 

This argument is not persuasive.  It is true that neither Kruchko nor 

Mocilnikar discusses product liability litigation or missing decals on 

hazardous products.  But the prior art does not have to suggest combining 

references for the same reason that a patent applicant combined them in 

order to support a prima facie case of obviousness.  See KSR Int’l Co. v. 

Teleflex Inc., 127 S.Ct. 1727, 1741-42 (2007) (“In determining whether the 

subject matter of a patent claim is obvious, neither the particular motivation 

nor the avowed purpose of the patentee controls. . . .  [A]ny need or problem 

known in the field of endeavor at the time of invention and addressed by the 

patent can provide a reason for combining the elements in the manner 

claimed.”).  See also In re Dillon, 919 F.2d 688, 692-93 (Fed. Cir. 1990) 

(“[T]he statement that a prima facie obviousness rejection is not supported if 

no reference shows or suggests the newly-discovered properties and results 

of a claimed structure is not the law.”). 

  The fact that Mocilnikar’s acrylic adhesive leaves a residue that is 

visible under ultraviolet light, and that this property can be advantageous for 

decals on hazardous products, is not the only reason that those of skill in the 

art would combine it with Kruchko’s decal product.  As discussed above, 

Mocilnikar also discloses that the adhesive was commercially available and 

permits permanent mounting of a label (or decal) on a substrate.  Those of 

ordinary skill in the art would have considered it obvious to use the adhesive 
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for its properties as an adhesive, whether or not it was responsive to 

ultraviolet light.  

Appellant also argues that  

[a]nother important purpose of Applicant’s invention as recited 
particularly in Claim 36, and which is associated with the 
claimed printed matter limitations, is providing an assembly 
and transport mechanism that assures that all the essential decal 
messages required by a specific hazardous product arrive as a 
group so they will be available as a group to the installer at the 
site to be affixed to the hazardous product. 

(Br. 48-49.) 

As we understand it, Appellant’s argument is that the claimed product 

is distinguished from the prior art because of the printed matter contents of 

the decals that are printed on it.  This argument is unpersuasive for the 

reasons discussed above.   

Appellant argues claims 11, 12, 17, and 37 as a group (Br. 31) but also 

presents separate argument with respect to claim 12, which is addressed 

below.  Claim 37 is representative of these claims, and is directed to the 

product of claim 36 where “each removal cut has continuous regular edges 

except for a predetermined irregularity zone unique to each of the plurality 

of decals.”  Appellant argues that the irregularity zone, combined with the 

ultraviolet-responsive adhesive, allows a manufacturer to prove that a 

specific label had been attached to a product (Br. 51-52).  Appellant argues 

that the cited references do not teach that recited structure because the “term 

‘regular edge’ describes substantially regular geometric configurations, such 

as square, rectangles,” etc., whereas Kruchko has “virtually random” edges 

and Mocilnikar lacks an irregularity zone (id. at 52). 
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The instant Specification does not define the terms “continuous 

regular edge” or “irregularity zone,” although the Specification refers to 

Figure 7 as exemplary.  Figure 7 shows two decals that are rectangular with 

rounded corners, and that have two or three square protrusions on the bottom 

edge.  The Specification states that the “combination of protrusions and the 

spacing between the protrusions allow the creation of a specific footprint 

unique to each decal message” (Spec. 30).  The Specification also states that 

the irregularity zone can take a variety of forms (id. at 30-31). 

In our opinion, the decals disclosed by Kruchko meet the limitations 

of claim 37.  The edge of each of the decals is continuous, in that a removal 

cut completely surrounds each decal (Kruchko, col. 5, ll. 30-42).  Each of 

the decals includes protruding areas that contain registration marks 34 and 

that help to create a specific footprint unique to each decal (id. at col. 5, ll. 

48-52; Fig. 4A).  To the extent that the term “regular edge” limits the scope 

of the claim, Kruchko’s exemplary embodiments include decals that have 

edges that are straight lines (e.g., at the points where the different decals are 

intended to be overlapped), and a straight edge would reasonably appear to 

be a “regular edge” (id. at Fig. 4A).  The language of claim 37, when given 

its broadest reasonable interpretation consistent with the Specification, 

encompasses the product made prima facie obvious by the prior art. 

 Appellant argues “Claim 12 contains a further limitation and does not 

stand or fall with” claims 11, 17, and 37 (Br. 53).  Claim 12 specifies that 

the irregularity zone is “in the product match margin such that each 

irregularity zone blends with the predetermined color of the product and is 
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substantially visually concealed when the decal is adhered to the product.”  

Appellant argues that  

neither Kruchko nor Mocilnikar disclose Applicant’s 
irregularity zone positioned on the margin of the decal message 
and wherein the irregularity zone is provided with the color of 
the product so as to make the structural features of the 
irregularity zone virtually unnoticeable on both liner sheet and 
on the product by having them blend closely with the 
predetermined color. 

(Br. 53.)  Appellant presents a similar argument with respect to claims 21 

and 22, which also require that the irregularity zone “blends with the product 

predetermined color and is visually concealed when the plurality of decals is 

adhered to the product” (see Br. 55-56).   

This argument is not persuasive.  The protruding areas containing the 

registration marks 34 shown in Kruchko’s exemplary embodiments meet the 

limitations of an irregularity zone and are located completely in the 

transparent margins of the decals.  They would therefore blend with the 

color of the wall and make the irregularity zone “substantially visually 

concealed” when Kruchko’s decal was mounted on a wall or other surface.  

The protrusions therefore meet the limitations of claims 12, 21, and 22. 

Appellant argues claims 13-15 and 18-20 as a group (Br. 31).  Claim 

18 is representative of this group and is directed to a decal product 

including, among other things, decals that have a regular edge except for an 

irregularity zone, “wherein each irregularity zone includes at least one 

protrusion extending outward from the edge of the associated decal.”  

Appellant argues that “[t]hese structural features define a coding structure 

which, in combination with the footprint producing residue, allows each 
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decal message footprint to be distinguished from the footprints of other decal 

messages” (Br. 54).   

We disagree with Appellant’s interpretation of the claim language.  

Claim 18 does not require a system of protrusions that “define a coding 

structure.”  It requires only that the irregularity zone include a protrusion.  

The decals in Kruchko’s exemplary embodiments all have protrusions; 

specifically, the protrusions that contain the registration marks 34 (Kruchko, 

Fig. 4A).  These protrusions meet the limitation of claim 18.   

Appellant argues claims 31 and 34 as a group (Br. 31).  Claim 34, 

which is representative of this group, is directed to the decal product of 

claim 33, further including a support device for holding it upright.  

Appellant argues that the “examiner has not identified any structure in these 

[cited] references which serves as such a support device” (Br. 57-58). 

The recitation in claim 34 of the intended use of the support device is 

not a claim limitation.  Claim 34 requires only that the support device be 

capable of supporting the product of claim 33 in an upright orientation.  

Kruchko teaches that conventional methods for making life-sized 

reproductions include enlarging a photograph on a poster board or a rigid 

substrate (Kruchko, col. 1, ll. 12-26).  Based on the known methods of 

mounting life-size reproductions on poster board or a rigid substrate and 

Kruchko’s disclosure of assembling a set of decals to reproduce a life-sized 

image, it would have been obvious to combine Kruchko’s decal product with 

a poster board or rigid substrate large enough to reassemble the life-sized 

image on it, in order to mount it in places other than a building’s wall and to 

allow it to be moved around.  A poster board or rigid substrate would be 
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capable of supporting Kruchko’s decal product in an upright orientation and 

therefore meets the limitation of claim 34. 

Appellant argues claims 32 and 35 as a group (Br. 31).  Claim 35, 

which is representative of this group, is directed to the decal product of 

claim 33, comprising at least six decals.  Appellant argues that “Kruchko 

does not disclose six different unrelated instructional decal messages.  

Mocilnikar has more than six decal messages but such messages are all 

identical” and the references cannot be properly combined (Br. 58).   

This argument is not persuasive.  For the reasons discussed above, the 

content of the printed matter of the claimed product is not entitled to 

patentable weight, and therefore does not distinguish the claimed product 

from the prior art.  Kruchko teaches that its disclosed decal product is made 

by dividing a full-size image into sections that can be printed by a printing 

press on a single sheet (Kruchko, col. 4, ll. 19-46), then reassembled into a 

full-size image.  It would have been obvious to those of ordinary skill in the 

art, based on Kruchko’s disclosure, to divide a full-size image into any 

number of sections, including six, in order to fit the full-size image onto a 

single sheet for a printing press. 

SUMMARY 

We reverse the anticipation rejection with respect to claim 34 but 

affirm it with respect to claims 2-4, 7, 30, and 33.  We affirm the rejection 

under 35 U.S.C. § 103.  Because our reasoning differs substantially from 

that of the Examiner, however, we designate both affirmances as new 

grounds of rejection under 37 C.F.R. § 41.50(b). 
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TIME PERIOD FOR RESPONSE 

This decision contains a new ground of rejection pursuant to 37 CFR 

§ 41.50(b) (effective September 13, 2004, 69 Fed. Reg. 49960 (August 12, 

2004), 1286 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 21 (September 7, 2004)).  37 CFR 

§ 41.50(b) provides "[a] new ground of rejection pursuant to this paragraph 

shall not be considered final for judicial review." 

 37 CFR § 41.50(b) also provides that the Appellant, WITHIN TWO 

MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE DECISION, must exercise one of 

the following two options with respect to the new ground of rejection to 

avoid termination of the appeal as to the rejected claims: 

 (1) Reopen prosecution.  Submit an appropriate 

amendment of the claims so rejected or new evidence relating 

to the claims so rejected, or both, and have the matter 

reconsidered by the Examiner, in which event the proceeding 

will be remanded to the Examiner. . . . 

 

 (2) Request rehearing.  Request that the proceeding be reheard 

under § 41.52 by the Board upon the same record. . . . 
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No time period for taking any subsequent action in connection with 

this appeal may be extended under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 

 

AFFIRMED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ssc: 

MOORE & HANSEN, PLLP 
225 SOUTH SIXTH STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 
 

25  


	 
	 
	 
	UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
	DECISION ON APPEAL 
	STATEMENT OF THE CASE 
	ANTICIPATION 
	OBVIOUSNESS 
	SUMMARY 
	TIME PERIOD FOR RESPONSE 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


