TH'S OPI NI ON WAS NOT WRI TTEN FOR PUBLI CATI ON

The opinion in support of the decision being entered today
(1) was not witten for publication in a | aw journal and
(2) is not binding precedent of the Board.
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DECI SI ON ON APPEAL

This is an appeal fromthe final rejection of Cains

! Application for patent filed May 18, 1992.
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1-10 and 15-19, which constitute all the clains remaining in
t he application.
Caim1l reads as follows:

1. A method of providing rotational position
sensing m ss avoi dance for data transfer operations between a
plurality of conputer systens connected to a controller and a
plurality of direct access data storage devices which utilize
count - key-data field format connected to the controller,
wherein the controller includes a plurality of signal paths
for conpleting channel paths between a conputer system and a
di rect access storage device, the nethod conprising the steps
of :

generating a request froma conputer systemfor a
data transfer operation for a direct access storage device;

responsive to a device sector ready interrupt from
the direct access storage device, determning if a data
transfer operation pending on the direct access storage device
is a mss avoi dance candi dat e;

responsive to determnation that said data transfer
operation pending is a m ss avoi dance candi date, granting a
m ss avoi dance | ock to the direct access storage device for a
signal path;

upon the device sector ready interrupt dropping and
the request fromthe conputer system agei ng beyond a
predeterm ned threshold, staging data fromthe direct access
storage device into a controller cache; and

upon reaching a track index on the direct access
data storage device, discontinuing staging of data fromthe
di rect access storage device, releasing the m ss avoi dance
|l ock to the direct access storage device, and treating the
request fromthe conmputer systemas a cache hit.
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The Exam ner’s Answer cites the following prior art:

Hartung et al. (Hartung) 4,583, 166 Apr
15, 1986
Beardsl ey et al. (Beardsley) 5,146, 576 Sep.
8, 1992

OPI NI ON

Clains 1-10 and 15-19 stand rejected under 35 U S. C

8 103 as being unpatentabl e over Hartung in view of Beardsley.

The exam ner identifies only two differences between
Hartung and the clai ned subject nmatter: Hartung does not
di scl ose a nonvolatile storage or a controller rate change
buffer. The exam ner relies on common know edge for teaching
the storage and on Beardsl ey for teaching the buffer.
Exam ner’s Answer at 4-5.

According to appellant, the prior art also fails to
teach (1) determ ning whether an operation is a m ss avoi dance
candi date and (2) staging data into cache upon the device

sector ready interrupt dropping and the request fromthe
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conputer system agi ng beyond a predeterm ned threshol d.
Appeal Brief at 6.

As to (1), the exam ner provides a rationale for
interpreting Hartung as disclosing the recited m ss avoi dance
determ nation. Exam ner’s Answer at 5-6.

As to (2), the examiner is silent. The exam ner
fails to address the recited feature either in the statenent
of the rejection or in the response to argunent. Upon our own
review of the references, we do not find any teaching or
suggestion for staging data into cache upon the device sector
ready interrupt dropping and the request fromthe conputer
system agi ng beyond a predeterm ned threshold. Wth no
rati onal e establishing a suggestion for such a system the
rej ecti on cannot be sustained.

CONCLUSI ON

The rejection of Cains 1-10 and 15-19 is not
sust ai ned.

REVERSED
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