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DECI S| ON ON APPEAL

This is a decision on appeal fromthe final rejection of

claims 8 through 21. daim?7 has been canceled and clains 1

Application for patent filed August 18, 1994.
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t hrough 6 have been withdrawn as being directed to a non-

el ected i nvention.?

The invention is directed to a wist band antenna for a
wist watch-style pager. Mre particularly, the antenna is U
shaped in structure and is nounted inside at | east one part of
the wist band, wherein the opposite ends of the U shaped
structure are connected to the pager mai nbody.

| ndependent claim8 is reproduced as foll ows:

8. A wist band antenna for communi cating received
signals to a receiver disposed within a main body having
opposed ends, conpri sing:

an el ongat ed bendabl e band havi ng upper and | ower surfaces
and opposed ends, each end defining an opening at the sane
opposed end of the nain body; and

a | oop antenna extendi ng between the surfaces of the band
to receive signals, wherein the antenna has a substantially U
shaped structure having two opposed ends | ocated at the sane
end of the band, each end having an RF coupl er extendi ng
t hrough an openi ng, and wherein the | oop antenna extends the
| ength of approximately |ess than one-half the length of the
band.

The exam ner relies on the follow ng reference:

Fujisawa et al. (Fujisawa) 5, 465, 098 Nov. 7,
1995

2Clainms 1 through 6 are being prosecuted in a divisiona
application, Serial No. 08/439,523.
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(102(e) date: June 29, 1993)
Clainms 8, 9, 11 through 16 and 18 through 21 stand
rejected under 35 U S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Fujisawa.
Clains 10 and 17 stand rejected under 35 U. S.C. 103 as

unpat ent abl e over Fuji sawa.

Reference is made to the briefs and answer for the
respective positions of appellant and the exam ner.
OPI NI ON
W reverse.

| ndependent claim8 calls for, inter alia, “a | oop

antenna...wherein the antenna has a substantially U shaped
structure having two opposed ends | ocated at the same end of
the band...”

The exam ner equates such recited structure with the
antenna structure shown in Figures 16, 17a and 17b of Fuji sawa.
It is true that, like the instant invention, Fujisawa
seeks to obtain a stable operation of an antenna w t hout being
affected by different sizes of wist bands. It is also true,
like the instant invention, that Fujisawa achi eves the desired

result by not permtting the antenna to be connected through
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the clasp of the wist band. However, unlike the instant

i nvention wherein a | oop antenna has a substantially U shaped
structure having two opposed ends | ocated at the same end of
the band, Fujisawa s antenna has a portion on each of the two
sections of the band, wherein the antenna portions are

connected and j oi ned through the pager mai nbody.

Wiile the examner is clearly interpreting only one
portion of Fujisawa’s antenna (e.g., the left hand portion in
Figure 17a nmade up of end sections 531a and 531b, having a U
shaped structure with slot 53a therebetween), to be the clained
| oop antenna, the examner’s interpretation, in our view, is
m splaced. It is clear, fromthe description at colums 11-12
of Fujisawa, that the antenna of Fujisawa is the conplete
structure conprising end section 531a joined, through the
transceiver circuit board 567, to end section 532a on the other
band section and end section 531b joined, through the
transceiver circuit board 567, to end section 532b on the other
band section. Thus, when viewed in its entirety, the antenna
depicted in Figure 17a of Fujisawa, relied on by the exam ner,

is not a U shaped |oop antenna at all. Rather, the |oop of
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Fujisawa’s antenna is conpletely closed. The exam ner may not
di ssect the antenna di sclosed by Fujisawa and rely on only one
section thereof to anticipate the clainmed antenna. Cearly,
since Fujisawa’s antenna, as a whole, is not U shaped in
structure, it does not have two opposed ends | ocated at the
sane end of the band, as required by independent claim8.

Accordi ngly, Fujisawa does not anticipate the instant
cl ai med subject matter within the neaning of 35 U S.C. 102(e).
Further, we find no suggestion to nodify Fujisawa’s antenna in
order to result in the clained subject matter within the
nmeani ng of 35 U. S. C. 103.

The exam ner’s decision rejecting clains 8, 9, 11 through
16 and 18 through 21 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) and rejecting

clains 10 and 17 under 35 U.S.C. 103 is reversed.
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REVERSED

JOSEPH F. RUGE ERO
Adm ni strative Patent Judge

ERROL A. KRASS )
Adm ni strative Patent Judge )

)

)

)
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